Two methods of triglyceride blank measurement were critically investigated. For 38 samples a mean blank value of 7.2 mg/dl was obtained when the blanks were measured by replacingthe saponifying reagent with 80% isopropanol.
For the same samples, consistently
higher blank values were obtained (mean = 18.3 mg/dl) when these were determined by the Kessler-Lederer method. It is suggested that, when true blank values are desired, the former method is to be preferred.
Based on theoretical considerations, however, as well as on our experimental data on the effect of in vitro hydrolysis on triglyceride blank measurements, we recommend that in routine triglyceride measurements, blank determinations are not needed.
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In reporting the serum triglyceride concentration as determined by the "AutoAnalyzer"
procedure (1-3) there is some uncertainty as to whether or not one should carry out a blank determination and subtract the value obtained from the test value. The exact amounts and nature of the substances responsible for producing the blank value in the above procedure are not known. It is reasonable to assume, however, that the blank value in large part is due to endogenous free glycerol, mono-and diglycerides, as well as to similar products of in vitro spontane- 
Materials and Methods

Specimens.
Thirty-eight serum specimens ranging in triglyceride concentration from 54-534 mg/dl were obtained from patients (26 specimens) as well as from normal (12 specimens) volunteers. 
